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Professor Abhishek Singh Bhati is the Pro Vice-Chancellor and CEO of University of Newcastle in 
Singapore, where he provides strategic leadership to advance academic excellence and institutional 
growth. Previously, he held senior leadership roles as Interim Deputy Vice-Chancellor and Campus 
Dean at universities in Australia and Singapore, driving initiatives that strengthened global 
engagement and student success.

Abhishek earned his PhD in Business (Tourism Management) from James Cook University and an 
MBA in Marketing Management from Maastricht School of Management. He complements these with 
postgraduate teaching qualifications, including a Graduate Certificate in Education (Tertiary Teaching) 
and a Diploma in Adult and Continuing Education, underscoring his commitment to quality 
education.

As Vice-President of the International Tourism Studies Association (ITSA), Abhishek is a recognized 
thought leader in tourism, frequently contributing to media and policy discussions. He serves on the 
Board of Governors of the Indian Institute of Tourism and Travel Management (IITTM), a 
Government of India initiative advancing tourism research and talent development. He also 
volunteers with AACSB, mentoring universities in Malaysia and Thailand, and actively engages in 
community initiatives such as NEA programs and the Purple Parade. Recognized as a Fellow of the 
Higher Education Academy (FHEA) and a graduate of the Australian Institute of Company Directors 
(GAICD), he contributes to corporate governance through board directorships in Singapore.

An accomplished researcher, Abhishek focuses on technology-driven tourism transformation, low-
carbon strategies for sustainable development, and aligning tourism with UN Sustainable 
Development Goals. His leadership in securing competitive grants and fostering collaborative 
research reflects his vision for innovation, resilience, and impactful scholarship in higher education.


